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/ 



)eborah Celeste 



Date 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 
[ ] under 37 CFR 1.129(a), or 

(First/Second submission after Final Rejection) 

[X] under 37 CFR 1.97(b), or 

(Within any one of the following time periods: three months of filing national application (other than a CPA) or date of 
entry of the national stage in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits in 
a non-provisional application, including a CPA, or a Request for Continued Examination). 

[ ] under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either: 

[ ] a Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e), as checked below, or 
[ ] a $180.00 fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p), or 

(After the 37 CFR 1 .97(b) time period, but before final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first) 

[ ] under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with: 

[ ] a Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e), as checked below, and 
[ ] a $ 1 80.00 fee under 3 7 CFR 1 . 1 7(p), or 

(Filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, but on or before payment of the issue fee) 
[ ] under 37 CFR 1.97(i): 



Page 1 of 3 



Attorney Docket No: 22 176.0003 .con (ITW-13433) 



Applicant requests that the IDS and cited reference(s) be placed in the application filewrapper. 
(Filed after payment of issue fee) 

Statement Under 37 CFR 1 .97(e) 

[ ] Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 

[ ] No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Statement Under 37 CFR 1.704(d) (Patent Term Adjustment) 

Applies to original applications (other than design) filed on or 
after May 29, 2000 

[ ] Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and this communication 
was not received by any individual designated in 1 1 .56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing 
of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



[X] Enclosed herewith is form PTO-1449: 

[ ] Copies of the cited references are enclosed except US patent references. 

[ X] References cited were entered in prior application, U.S. Application No. 09/683,584, to 
which priority under 35 U.S.C. 120 is claimed. [The earlier application contains copies 
of the cited references.] 

[ ] The listed references were cited in the enclosed International Search Report in a 
counterpart foreign application. 

[ ] The "concise explanation" requirement (non-English references) for reference(s) [ ] 



under 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3) is satisfied by: 

[ ] the explanation provided on the attached sheet. 

[ ] the explanation provided in the Specification. 

[ ] submission of the enclosed International Search Report. 

[ ] submission of the enclosed English-language version of a foreign Search Report 
and/or foreign Office Action. 

[ ] the enclosed English language abstract. 




liner's 



Applicant requests that the following non-published pending applications be considered: 



Initials 



U.S. Patent Application No. [ ], by [inventor(s)], filed [ ], Docket No.: [ ] 



U.S. Patent Application No. [ ], by [inventor(s)], filed [ ], Docket No.: [ ] 
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U.S. Patent Application No. [ ], by [inventor(s)], filed [ ], Docket No.: [ ] 



Examiner Date 

[ ] A copy of each above-cited application, including the current claims, is enclosed. 

[ ] A copy of each above-cited application, including the current claims, is enclosed, except 
those entered in prior application, U.S. Application No. [ ], to which priority under 
35U.S.C. 120 is claimed. 

The Examiner is requested to return a copy of the above list of pending applications indicating which 
references were considered with the next office communication. 

It is requested that the information disclosed herein be made of record in this application. 
Method of payment: 

[ ] A check for the fee noted above is enclosed, or the fee has been included in the check with the 
accompanying Reply. A copy of this Statement is enclosed. 

[ ] Please charge Deposit Account 502 233 in the amount of $[ ]. A copy of this Statement is 
enclosed. 

[ ] Please charge any deficiency in fees and credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 502 233. 
[X] No fee is required. 

Respectfully submitted, 



M. Eliseeva 



By_ 
Maria M. 

Registration No. 43,328 
Customer No. 29127 
Houston Eliseeva LLP 
4 Militia Drive, Ste. 4 
Lexington, MA 02421 
Telephone: 781-863-9991 
Facsimile: 781-863-9931 

Dated: April 13,2004 



Page 3 of 3 



PTO/SB/08B (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Not Yet Assigned 



Herewith 



Anthony Nikodym 



Not Yet Assigned 



Not Yet Assigned 



kSheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



22176.0003.con 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 



ITW Hobart Brothers New Product News, January 2001, 3 pgs. 



Agusa, K., et al., "MIG welding with pure argon shielding-arc stabilisation by rare earth 
additions to electrode wires", Metal Construction, September, 1981, pgs. 570-574. 



Dilthey, Prof. Dr.-lng. Ulrich, et al. } "Metal-arc active gas welding in the high power 
range with flux-cored wire electrodes", Welding & Cutting, March, 1996, pgs. E47-E49. 



Lenivkin, V.A., et al., "Increasing the Arc Stability in Consumable Electrode Welding with Straight 
Polarity Current in Shielding Gases", Svarochnoe Proizvodstvo, 1981, No. 12, pp. 28-30. 



Varukha, E.N., et al., "Conditions of formation of spray transfer of metal in welding 
with straight polarity current", Svarochnoe Proizvodstvo 1986, 33 (d) 39-41. 



Cooperative Research Program, Summary Report SR9907, "Variable 
Polarity Gas Metal Arc Welding", July, 1999, 4 pages. 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



